Volume 15, Issue 2

Editor: Dunes City Communications & Education Committee

ROADS - WHAT CITIZENS NEED TO KNOW
Historically, Dunes City received a portion of the “timber money” from
forestry activities within Lane
County. The money was used
to maintain and repair the public streets in Dunes City.
Unfortunately, that money is
no longer available to Dunes
City and, as a consequence,
we must rely solely on the portion of the State gas tax that
the City receives. The Oregon
cities portion of those taxes are
divided up based upon popula A well maintained right of way allows
tion.
Because we are such a
for good drainage.
small city, population-wise, Dunes City receives very little of that money - and
certainly not enough to maintain our streets and rights of way in a manner to
which we had become accustomed. Quite frankly, our coffers are running dry.
While the City Council continues to look at ways to relieve this dire situation, we ask that all Dunes City property owners please pick up the slack and
maintain the rights of ways that border their lands. The right of way, in very
general and certainly not accurate terms, is about six feet from the pavement on
each side of the road. Keeping brush cut back and removing leaves and debris
from the pavement prolongs the life
of the pavement. Keeping drainage
ditches clear of plants, debris, and
soil build up helps protect the
roadways from washouts and erosion.
If you have questions or concerns about right-of-way maintenance, or if you have ideas on how
the City might fund large road
maintenance and repair projects,
please contact us! T

Allowing build up of debris and plant
materials on and next to roadways
significantly reduces pavement life.

PLEASE DO NOT FEED THE WILD ANIMALS
We know that most citizens want to do their part in protecting our environment, and it is important for all of us to get involved. We’re all a part of the
solution. Well-intentioned people often feed deer, elk and other wildlife without realizing the problems feeding can create.
Artificial feeding concentrates wildlife, which leads to the easier spread of
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disease and parasites, and helps create
unnaturally high populations. With larger,
concentrated populations, there is more
animal waste. This waste contains nutrients and
bacteria
that can
pollute our
drinking
w a t e r
sources. In
natural settings, the native fauna seek and feed on a
variety of nutritious foods such as plants,
natural grains, insects and invertebrates.
Since these foods are already abundant in
our area they don't add much to the overall
contamination of the water.
Many items people commonly feed
wild animals (bread, corn, popcorn, etc.)
are low in protein and are poor substitutes
for natural foods. Every year, ODFW sees
seemingly healthy deer and elk die
because they have been fed the wrong food
by well-meaning people. Their diet
requirements actually change with the seasons and are best met by native forage.
Deliberately feeding deer or elk may
inhibit digestion and lead to death by starvation or infection.
The best thing we can do for the benefit
of native fauna is to stop artificial feeding
and let nature maintain the balance. Let's
enjoy the wildlife in their natural state in
our beautiful rural environment. T
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Getting to know your City
Mayor’s Report
The Heart of the City
The Mayor gives her time to this City of ours,
And so do our elected officials.
From writing our codes to tending the flowers,
Volunteers make Dunes City beneficial.
We hope you all will do your own part
To make the City run smoothly,
Volunteer today, don't wait to start!
Your help would really be groovy!
With plenty of helpers there will be no need
To increase fees to help pay,
With you on our side, we’re sure to succeed,
Fill out the form on the website TODAY!
Mayor Rebecca Ruede T

“Bill” Harris named Dunes City Volunteer of the Year ~
Congratulations go out to William 'Bill' Harris, who has been named Dunes
City's Volunteer of the Year for 2015!
Bill and his wife, Kay, have lived in Dunes City for 28 years. Bill holds a
Bachelor of Science degree in wildlife management and served in a wildlife law
enforcement capacity for the Oregon State Police.
During his lifetime, Bill has had many experiences that gave him the background and qualifications to serve on the Dunes City Road Commission, including having worked on bridge construction projects. He was appointed to the
Commission in 2011.
Bill consistently spent hours and hours of his time maintaining his section of
Dunes City roads. He repaired and installed road signs, maintained drainage
ditches, trimmed trees and shrubs, and brushed and removed debris from the
edges of our streets.
Plus, he helps maintain the equipment and tools the City uses for road maintenance. Last year during the slurry seal work, he spent many hours personally contacting residents about the project to make sure they knew
when the work would be done and what to expect during the project.
In addition, Bill is just a really, really nice man! Congratulations, Bill, and thank you for your dedication! T
“I am humbled to be selected by Dunes City as Volunteer of the Year. Dunes City is a unique incorporated
community, governed by volunteers, not overburdened with taxes or ment. Dunes City is a ‘Friendly Place to
Live.’ I believe many folks are blessed with various skills and abilities that can be utilized in volunteering - - like
the Gold Rule concept to a larger community. Thank you all for permitting me to serve.” Bill Harris
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Geocaching in Dunes City

Geocaching In Dunes City
by Kenny Henson (kenny art)
If you have not heard, geocaching is a popular real-world, outdoor treasure hunting game using GPS-enabled
devices. Participants navigate to a specific set of GPS coordinates and then try to find the geocache (container)
hidden at that location.
Generally speaking a geocache is a container that will contain a log
sheet on which you can sign your geocaching name (handle) to prove that
you were there and found it. Some containers are very small and some are
bigger-like a large bucket. Most are about the size of a lunch box and, in
addition to a log sheet, also contain stuff (swag) of small value that can be
traded. The general idea is, if you take something from the geocache,
leave something of equal or greater value. Some geocaches are easy to
find, others can be very difficult!
Geocaches may also contain trackables. A trackable is an item with a
tag attached that has a specific code unique to that item that can be tracked on geocaching.com (the website
where you can find listings for geocaches and trackables). Other trackables are called geocoins-these can be
wonderful in design and color. The idea with a trackable is to take it from one geocache and move it to another
geocache. These moves can be viewed on geocaching.com with online notes entered by the geocacher who
moved the trackable.
I own several trackables and it is interesting to see how far and where they go. One of mine has traveled over
59,000 miles and been to numerous countries! There are more than 500 geocaches located within about 15 miles
of Dunes City! Worldwide, there are more than 2.5 million geocaches and over 6 million geocachers.
Geocaches can be hidden almost any place, some can only be reached using special equipment, such as a
water craft. There are number of geocaches hidden along the Siltcoos River and on many lakes in our area. This
is a fun way to enjoy time on the water, especially with friends! Geocaching is a kid-friendly game. They love to
find the swag in geocache containers and the containers are fun to find!
Some people who geocache also like to go to geocaching events. A geocaching event can be something created by a single geocacher or a group and is held somewhere where geocaching activities can occur. An event
could be a dinner party at a local restaurant, or a full-blown geocaching game with prizes for those who complete certain activities (finding new geocaches, visiting local businesses or other fun stuff) to qualify. An event
could have ten to twenty people attending or several thousand!
There are several different types of geocaches, traditional, virtual, multi-geocache, unknown geocache, earthcache, letterbox hybrid, or webcam geocache-all with varying degrees of difficulty.
To learn more about geocaching, the geocaching community and becoming a geocacher-or to see geocaches
locations near you-visit www.geocaching.com. Geocaching was once described as: Finding tupperware in the
woods with million dollar satellites-and you meet the nicest people while geocaching! T

Mark Your Calendar
Dunes City's first annual Dunes City Expo will be held on Saturday, August 22nd, 2015, at City Hall.
Fun for the entire family! Games, prizes, raffle items, and much, much more! Free drinks for Dunes City residents!
Lots of information will be available about emergency prep, with food samples and vendors displaying their
wares and experts available to answer questions.
There will also be cutting edge information on septic maintenance and how to maintain a safe drinking water
supply from your well.
Admission is free, but we are looking for vendors interested in displaying their items. Please call Dunes City
hall at 541-997-3338 for more information. Booths are only $25.00, but space is limited, so call today! T
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Disaster Preparedness

Communication & Education Committee ~ In the last issue of the Dunes City Newsletter we introduced
you, our citizens, to the Mayor and the City Council with each giving a short biography and a picture. This newletter
reports some of their activities and the challenges that each Councilor faces. We are a volunteer city government with each
Councilor heading several committees. They can function only with volunteers. See page six for a list of all the citizens
who serve you.
This committee is working to educate not only Dunes City, but the entire area regarding the desirability and beauty
found here. Truly, this is a friendly and a wonderful place to live. Your input and suggestions are always welcome. T
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#1 in Dunes City 2014
FREE Confidential
Real Estate
Consultations
Call 541-991-6677

Family Owned & Operated for 35 Years

Chuck’s

PLUMBING
Septic Systems
Well & Water Systems - Sewage Pumps
Backhoe Services
Underwater Pump Diving Services
24-Hour Service Available

541-997-7567
Volunteers with a boat!!!
The Water Quality Committee is looking for volunteers that are willing to allow the use of their boat for water testers once
each month. They would prefer one volunteer for Siltcoos Lake and one for Woahink Lake. Contact Jamie Mills at 541-9027651 if you are interested. T
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City Council

Planning Commission

The City Council is comprised of a seven person non-compensated board consisting of a mayor and six councilors.
Position
Name
Term Ends
Mayor
Rebecca Ruede
1/12/2017
Council President
Jamie Mills
1/12/2017
Councilor
Ken Platt
1/10/2019
Councilor
Maurice Sanders
1/12/2017
Councilor
Ed Scarberry
1/12/2017
Councilor
Sheldon Meyer
1/10/2019
Councilor
Duke Wells
1/10/2019

Budget Committee*
Position
Name
Budget Officer
Fred Hilden
Citizen Member
- vacancy Citizen Member
Rob Ward
Citizen Member
- vacancy Citizen Member Stuart “Wally” Shoults
Citizen Member
- vacancy Citizen Member
Bob Read
Citizen Member
- vacancy * Also includes all City Councilors.

Term Ends
N/A
6/30/2018
6/30/2018
6/30/2018
6/30/2016
6/30/2016
6/30/2016
6/30/2017

Communication & Education Committee
Position
Councilor Chair
Citizen Member
Citizen Member

Name
Jamie Mills
- vacancy Steve Burton

Term Ends
1/12/2017
12/31/2015
12/31/2016

Ordinance Review Committee
Position
Councilor Chair
Citizen Member
Citizen Member

Name
Jamie Mills
- vacancy Steve Burton

Term Ends
1/12/2017
1/14/2016
1/12/2017

Parks & Recreation Committee
Position
Councilor Chair
Citizen Member
Citizen Member
Citizen Member
Citizen Member

Name
Ed Scarberry
- vacancy Gary Lapping
April Dumas
- vacancy -

Term Ends
1/12/2017
6/30/2018
6/30/2017
6/30/2016
6/30/2016

Visit our website at
www.dunescity.com
In the dark because the street light is out?
Let us know ~ Call City Hall
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Position
Name
Commissioner Chair Paul Gargis
Commissioner VC Ken Henderson
Commissioner
Bonnie Allen
Commissioner
Norman Martin
Commissioner
- vacancy -

Term Ends
12/31/2014
12/31/2015
12/31/2015
12/31/2016
12/31/2014

Road Commission
Position
Name
Councilor Chair
Maurice Sanders
Commissioner VC
Bill Harris
Commissioner
Richard Palmer
Commissioner
- vacancy Commissioner
Christopher John
Commissioner
Mike Clifton

Term Ends
1/12/2017
12/31/2015
12/31/2016
12/31/2017
12/31/2016
12/31/2018

Water Quality Committee
Position
Name
Councilor Chair
Sheldon Meyer
Citizen Member
Bonnie Allen
Citizen Member
- vacancy Citizen Member
David Dumas
Citizen Member
Christopher John
Citizen Member
- vacancy Citzn. Water Tester Steven Hager
Vol. Water Tester
- vacancy -

Term Ends
1/10/2019
12/31/2015
12/31/2017
12/31/2017
12/31/2015
1/11/18
12/31/2016
n/a

Dunes City Staff
Position
Name
Email
City Administrator Fred Hilden recorder@dunescityor.com
Admin. Assistant Linda Stevens admin@dunescityor.com
Permits
Renee Green permits@dunescityor.com
Planning Admin. Rapunzel Oberholtzer
planning@dunescityor.com
Road Secretary Laurale Lorentzen roads@dunescityor.com
Office Hours:
Mon - Thurs
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Phone: (541) 997-3338
Fax: (541) 997-5751
82877 Spruce St ~ PO Box 97, Westlake, OR 97493
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BUDGETING FOR DUNES CITY - HOW IT WORKS AND HOW IT TURNED OUT! ~
All cities in the State of Oregon are required to adopt annual budgets for their upcoming fiscal years and submit them to the State by July 15th. Dunes City is no exception. Mayor Ruede was elected to chair the Budget
Committee again this year. The Budget Committee's membership consists of all the members of the City
Council, the Mayor, and seven citizen members (although this year we had three vacancies that are still available
for interested parties!).
The State requires cities to submit balanced budgets, meaning the projected income and the projected expenditures have to be the same. That, however, does not mean that cities cannot spend more than the revenues they
receive. This is where Dunes City has differed from other cities in recent years.
The Dunes City Council set a goal, as it's number one priority, to adopt a truly balanced budget that does not
anticipate spending more than what is expected to be received in the way of revenues, except in the two accounts
where spending the funds is a requirement. Those two funds are the State Street Fund and the Motel Fund
(tourism and recreation). The City is under the gun to spend all or a portion of those funds within a certain period of time after receipt, although the City is doing all it can to leverage those funds as much as possible through
grants.
Unfortunately, the Street Fund will not have sufficient revenues this year to do the ongoing maintenance of
our roadways in the manner to which we have become accustomed. We have a couple of very large projects that
must be completed, or risk full failure of those streets at a much greater cost to
the City in the long run. Ideas are being discussed on how to remedy this situation. Citizens can provide some help, as you will find described elsewhere in
this newsletter.
All in all, the outlook for Dunes City, except for the road maintenance and
repair, is not as grim as it may be for other cities in the State. We are proud to
report that we received a clean audit for 2014-2015, with no problems at all for
the first time in many years. Most cities have small discrepancies that need correction, but we didn't this year! We are very proud of our staff for ensuring our
records are accurate and transparent, and that our dedicated Budget Committee
members continue their quarterly budget reviews to ensure our clean record
continues! T
Thank you to our Dunes City Citizen Members of the Budget Committee:
April Dumas, Wally Shoults, Bob Read and Rob Ward

Dunes City’s WISH LIST !!!
Dunes City is in need of some items that, while not absolutely necessary, would certainly make life easier! If you
have any of these items, or would like to sponsor one or part of one, please let us know!
Wishes:
New digital camera
Patio furniture set
New computer tower
Display case for sister city's flag
Large storage container (railroad car)
Volunteers for all committees and commissions! T
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